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individual merits of those peoples and their readiness
to be naturalised as Indians. In the days of India's
decline, the system was exploited by interested people
for the satisfaction of their selfish ends and for domi-
nating the society whose downfall they brought about
by pursuing a policy of suicidal segmentation and
mutual exclusion.
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vThe centres of learning in ancient India had also
their contribution to the building of the one cultural
life of the people>The hermitages of well-known
sages were the earliest universities of India where
students from far and near used to gather for instruc-
tion in various subjects. The Mahabharata abounds in
descriptions of these hermitages in the Naimisha forest
of which the presiding personality was Shaunaka
who was honoured with the title of kulapati^ sometimes
defined as the preceptor of ten thousand disciples.
There were conferences convened by great kings
where representative thinkers were invited to meet
and exchange their views. During the sessions of
sacrifice the courts and palaces of kings were also
the scenes of congregations of learned men who
would enter into deliberations over the deepest prob-
lems of philosophy in which women also took part,
In the age of Buddhism, monasteries w^re the strong-
holds and distributing centres of Buddhist culture,
which enabled it to maintain its hold upon the country